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Alternative to 
incumbent 
institutions 

No recording label 
(corporation) 

No incentive laws 
(government)
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Consensus 
Agreement

Plurality 
Disagreement

Post-political 
“disavow of politics”

X

Bennett et al (2013) 
Borch (2012) 
Mouffe (2005) 
Barry (2002) 

Schedler (1997)
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Contempt of elites 
Disavow of politics 

Even newer spirit of capitalism 

…and Crowdfunding

Bennett et al (2013) 
Taylor and Land (2014)
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What is the nature of the 
politics nurtured by 

crowdfunding? 
!

What is the focus of crowdfunding? 
!

What are the specificities their politics? 
!

How does it relate to politics and 
economics?
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“The inherent assumption 
was that digital media would 

inject our representative model 
of democracy with a dose of 

direct democracy”

Papacharissi (2009)

http://flickr.com/christophera
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“The masses have entered a 
post-political era, traditional 
understandings of politics are 

annulled, suspended or 
transcended”

Borch (2012)

“The inherent assumption 
was that digital media would 

inject our representative model 
of democracy with a dose of 

direct democracy”

Papacharissi (2009)

http://flickr.com/christophera
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“Technologies 
frequently embed 

assumptions about their 
potential uses, which can be 
traced back to the political, 

cultural, social and economic 
environment that brings 

them to life”

Papacharissi (2009)

http://flickr.com/schoschie


flickr.com/schoschie

“Technologies 
frequently embed 

assumptions about their 
potential uses, which can be 
traced back to the political, 

cultural, social and economic 
environment that brings 

them to life”

Papacharissi (2009)

Hackers 
vs. 

Culture Industry 
!

Convergence into a legitimated 
market, preserving the hacker 

experience, but not its 
ideals.

Allen-Robertson (2013)
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“Technologies 
frequently embed 

assumptions about their 
potential uses, which can be 
traced back to the political, 

cultural, social and economic 
environment that brings 

them to life”

Papacharissi (2009)

Hackers 
vs. 

Culture Industry 
!

Convergence into a legitimated 
market, preserving the hacker 

experience, but not its 
ideals.

Allen-Robertson (2013)

Authority 
vs. 

Anything goes 
!

More flexible, rotative 
and open forms of community 

and resources 
management.

Schedler (1997)
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New spirit of capitalism 
!

How an ideology is adapting 
itself when society call into 

question the purpose of such 
capital accumulation

Boltanski & Chiapello(2005)

http://flickr.com/huasonic
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New spirit of capitalism 
!

How an ideology is adapting 
itself when society call into 

question the purpose of such 
capital accumulation

Boltanski & Chiapello(2005)

Prosumption 
!

Capitalism itself (and other 
institutions around it) can be 

affected by the novelties 
proposed by internet users

Ritzer & Jurgenson (2010)

http://flickr.com/huasonic




Interviews 
 

Founders & staff 
Project creators 

Project supporters



Interviews 
 

Founders & staff 
Project creators 

Project supporters

Qualitative 
analysis 

!
Coding & condensation 

Triangulation (online profiles) 
Grounded theory



flickr.com/mattcornock

thanks :) 
about.me/cuducos

http://flickr.com/mattcornock
http://about.me/cuducos


flickr.com/mattcornock

Allen-Robertson, J. (2013). Digital Culture Industry: A History of Digital Distribution. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmilllan. 

Barry, A. (2002). The Anti-political Economy. Economy and Society, 31(2). Pp. 268-284. 

Bennett, E. A., Cordner, A., Klein, P. T. and Baiocchi, G. (2013). Disavowing Politics: Civic Engagement in an Era of 
Political Skepticism. American Journal of Sociology, 119(2). Pp. 518-548. 

Boltanski, L. and Chiapello, E. (2005). The new spirit of capitalism. London: Verso. 

Borch, C. (2012). The Politics of Crowds: An Alternative History of Sociology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Mouffe, C. (2005). On the Political. London: Routledge. 

Papacharissi, Z. (2009). The Virtual Sphere 2.0: The internet, the public sphere, and beyond. In A. Chadwick & P. N. 
Howard (eds.). Routledge Handbook of Internet Politics. London and New York: Routledge. Pp. 230-245. 

Ritzer, G. and N. Jurgenson (2010). Production, Consumption, Prosumption: The nature of Capitalism in the Age of the 
Digital ‘Prosumer.’ Journal of Consumer Culture, 10(1). Pp 13-36. 

Schedler, A. (1997). Introduction: Antipolitics – Closing and colonizing the public sphere. In Schedler, A. (ed.) The end of 
Politics? Explorations into modern antipolitics. New York: Macmillan. Pp. 1-20. 

Taylor, S. and Land, C. (2014). The Good Old Days Yet to Come: Postalgic times for the new spirit of capitalism. 
Management & Organizational History, 9(2). Pp 202-219.

This presentation “Crowdfunding and Post-politics” by 
Eduardo Cuducos is licensed under a Creative Commons 

Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

http://flickr.com/mattcornock

